
  

 

 
 

February 21, 2021 
 

Someone I know asked me about Lent... 
Unlike Christmas and Easter Sunday, Lent is one part of the 
Christian calendar that is not usually well known in the secular 
world. When a friend or family member from outside the church 
asks you about the season’s traditions and significance, you can 
share the beauty of the Good News through your answers. 
 

So, what is Lent, exactly? 
Lent is the 40-day preparation for the events surrounding Easter, 
namely the suffering, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
It is observed by many major Christian denominations, including 
Lutheranism, Catholicism, and others. 
 

Why is Lent 40 days long? 
This reflects the time Jesus spent in the Judean desert. According to the books of Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke in the Bible, Jesus fasted for 40 days and forty nights and overcame direct temptations from Satan 
during this time. 
 

What are the major special days during and around Lent? 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Holy Week is the final week of Lent, starting with Palm Sunday, when 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem. Then, Maundy Thursday remembers the Last Supper, Good Friday 
commemorates Jesus’ crucifixion, and, finally, Easter Sunday celebrates Jesus’ resurrection. 
 

Do you have to give something up for Lent, like meat or a habit? 
Some Christian denominations practice fasting, prayer, and study during Lent. These are not Biblical 
requirements, but many believers see these behaviors as ways to help them focus on the meaning of 
Jesus’ life, sacrifice, and resurrection. 
 

How did Jesus act in the days before he was crucified? 
Jesus understood that he was going to die and rise again, and he lived and taught perfectly to the very 
moment he gave up his life for us. John 19:30 states his last three words were simply, “It is finished!” 
 

But if you know Jesus rose from the dead,  
why does Lent seem so dark and sad? 
Jesus’ suffering was physical, mental, and spiritual. He carried all of the sins of the world on his shoulders 
so that we would not have to receive the punishment we deserve. God gave up everything for us, and the 
reverent tone of Lent is many Christians’ way of recognizing and respecting this great price he paid. 
Most importantly, however, this solemn time keeps Christians looking forward to Easter morning when 
Jesus triumphantly conquered sin and death. Because Jesus lived, died, and rose for us, we will enjoy 
eternal life with him in heaven. 
 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%2019.30


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Midweek 
February 17th – Ash Wednesday, 6:30 pm – “Hands of Repentance” (Tax Collector) Luke 18:9-14 
February 24th –Devotion, 6:30 pm – “Hands of Betrayal” (Judas) John 13:21-30 
March 3rd  –Devotion, 6:30 pm -  “Hands of Misguided Zeal” (Peter) John 18:4-11 
March 10th– Devotion, 6:30 pm – “Hands of Hypocrisy” (Caiaphas) Mark 14:55-65  
March 17th – Devotion, 6:30 pm – “Hands of Brutality” (Soldiers) Matthew 27:27-31 
March 24th –Devotion, 6:30 pm – “Hands of Self-Preservation” (Pilate) Matthew 27:15-26  
 

Holy Week 
March 28th – Palm Sunday, 9:30 am -  “Hands of Praise” (Disciples and Crowds) Mark 11:1-11 
April 1st – Maundy Thursday, 6:30 pm – “Hands of Humility” (Jesus) John 13:1-5,12-17 
April 2nd – Good Friday Tenebrae, 6:30 pm – “Nail-Pierced Hands” (Jesus) Luke 23:32-34 
 

Easter 
April 4th -  Easter Sunrise, 7:00 AM 
April 4th  – Easter Festival, 9:30 AM “Life-Giving Hands” (Jesus) John 20:19-23 
 
 

EVENING DEVOTION will begin at 6:30 pm on Wednesday February 24th.  Due 
to COVID restrictions we cannot yet plan to have our traditional potluck 
dinners.  Please join us in person at Grace Church or online every Wednesday 
at 6:30 PM for our Lenten devotions as we journey to Jerusalem with Jesus. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
THIS WEEK AT GRACE CHURCH AND SCHOOL   

 

Sunday February 21, 2021  
8:30   AM Adult Bible Study in person 
9:30    AM Worship Service in person 
and livestream grace-wels.net/worship or facebook.com/GraceWELS 
OFFERINGS CAN BE MAILED TO THE CHURCH- 
7610 NE FREMONT 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97213  

OR online at: bit.ly/GracePortland 
 

Monday – February 22, 2021      

Tuesday – February 23, 2021 
Pastor in office 
8:00 AM Confirmation Class  
 

Wednesday February 24, 2021- 
Pastor in office / Chapel Chat 
8:00 AM Confirmation Class  
9:00 AM BIC @ GLS 
1:00 PM Google Meet Confirmation 

      6:30 pm Lenten Devotion – “Hands of Betrayal” (Judas) John 13:21-30 
     in person or grace-wels.net/worship or facebook.com/GraceWELS 

 

Thursday – February 25, 2021   
Pastor in office  
8:00 AM Confirmation Class 

 

   Friday – February 26, 2021     
Pastor in office  
9:30 AM Preschool Devotion  
8:00 AM Confirmation Class 
1:00 PM Google Meet Confirmation 
 

Saturday – February 27, 2021 
Pastor in office/Sermon Preparation 

 

    Sunday – February 28, 2021                    
9:30    AM Worship Service in person  
and livestream grace-wels.net/worship or facebook.com/GraceWELS  
OFFERINGS CAN BE MAILED TO THE CHURCH- 7610 NE FREMONT PORTLAND, OREGON 97213  

 
 

Cara Luke – Cara has been diagnosed with Thyroid cancer and a plan for surgery and treatment is 
being determined.  We ask our gracious God for courage, strength and complete healing. 
 
Joe Belter  - former member at Grace before moving to North Bend, OR.  Joe suffered a massive 

stroke this past week and is being treated at OHSU.  His wife, Jessie, is staying in Portland to be near Joe 
while their children are being cared for by their Grandparents in Coquille. We pray for full and complete 
healing, for strength through this process, for Joe's brain to stop swelling and for that blood pressure to 
go down. We pray for rest and positivity. We pray for resilience for both Joe and the kids, for patience and 
stress/anxiety to be taken from all of us. We pray for peace that surpasses all understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgrace-wels.net%2Fworship%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2y6H2UkAYK7BgCDIn6lJ3siTLTGxz8Ouu9aTHZKEnyEKCBAUWEzNp-Q2c&h=AT2l-JPuOYktFwO6y4WyMNZOLhoILhltYcZdLWoky6unP_B9RNm-L0UiRbrW7Jvm8pmVdxZM8-8ybPjxXg18HZQH4p8k5j3IfKmMveZgihVsRHJi6__fXqdVRy9Elk1tUrBiG8we0kz4Xb5lUU8qeimklKds
https://www.facebook.com/GraceWELS/?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCBknfjp86y0K4C4VAV6REjQdgycYUBC5NFcoAS7Jwj4C0VZfbp0YTbbKXecA9v9HkiHL2B_A_VQoZw&fref=mentions
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FGracePortland%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3CqWdL3N-Bp9YfZGuky8GKpOLjPWBSuEv_9ZcUYzCkOmsnMR_d1b0z5UA&h=AT35YCtklJc4n1Idh2DTdkO0K5CrW_JX-J-4gyLJDamqL3ogUYGrGXCsev3eGLN4rx-NIpiNVbx78SddS2xkocDepWg6dXLbfXbTYbtUhkp2_KhYKzYRJJKP92xoanWcvgZwy2RNPX8_1R19PXPjjswTgtxI
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgrace-wels.net%2Fworship%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2y6H2UkAYK7BgCDIn6lJ3siTLTGxz8Ouu9aTHZKEnyEKCBAUWEzNp-Q2c&h=AT2l-JPuOYktFwO6y4WyMNZOLhoILhltYcZdLWoky6unP_B9RNm-L0UiRbrW7Jvm8pmVdxZM8-8ybPjxXg18HZQH4p8k5j3IfKmMveZgihVsRHJi6__fXqdVRy9Elk1tUrBiG8we0kz4Xb5lUU8qeimklKds
https://www.facebook.com/GraceWELS/?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCBknfjp86y0K4C4VAV6REjQdgycYUBC5NFcoAS7Jwj4C0VZfbp0YTbbKXecA9v9HkiHL2B_A_VQoZw&fref=mentions
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgrace-wels.net%2Fworship%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2y6H2UkAYK7BgCDIn6lJ3siTLTGxz8Ouu9aTHZKEnyEKCBAUWEzNp-Q2c&h=AT2l-JPuOYktFwO6y4WyMNZOLhoILhltYcZdLWoky6unP_B9RNm-L0UiRbrW7Jvm8pmVdxZM8-8ybPjxXg18HZQH4p8k5j3IfKmMveZgihVsRHJi6__fXqdVRy9Elk1tUrBiG8we0kz4Xb5lUU8qeimklKds
https://www.facebook.com/GraceWELS/?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCBknfjp86y0K4C4VAV6REjQdgycYUBC5NFcoAS7Jwj4C0VZfbp0YTbbKXecA9v9HkiHL2B_A_VQoZw&fref=mentions


 

Help for the Belters 
 
This is the message that Jessie Belter sent out on 
Friday: 
 

My God is big. He is a miracle worker.  
Please pray for my sweet husband. He had a stroke 
this morning and we found out he has a congenital 
arteriovenous malformation (avm). Basically be was 
born with blood vessels that weren't formed 
correctly and they burst this morning. He has a very 
large bleed on the left side of his brain, rendering his 
right side paralyzed (hopefully temporarily). He was 
life flighted from our local hospital to OHSU. He is expected to have surgery next 
week after they attempt to control the bleeding more.  
 

Lots of thanks to all of you for praying for Joe and my family, my parents and all the 
help that has been given already and offered.  Many have asked how to help and it 
would appear these are some ways we could use additional help: 
 

 Meals, simple, like really simple meals even pbj type meals are welcome and 
appreciated. (Ask Pastor Bitter for contact information)  

 

 Taking kids for an hour or two so my parents can take the dog for longer walks 
or just have a break. They can bring kids to you. This would likely be a more day 
of/day before request as we're kind of living day to day right now. 

 

 There is a Fred Meyer on the way to where I'm staying, so e-gift card for 
essential items 

 

 Food, I only drove it once so far but I'm trying to eat dinner on my way to 
where I'm staying so something on the way. We stopped at subway last night. 
Safeway. Fred Meyer.  

 
But honestly, prayer is really what I'm seeking. I pray for full and complete healing, 
for strength through this process, for Joe's brain to stop swelling and for that blood 
pressure to go down. I pray for rest and positivity. I pray for resilience for both Joe 
and the kids, for patience and stress/anxiety to be taken from all of us. I pray for 
peace that surpasses all understanding. I thank God for the hands and feet He is 
providing.    
 
 
 



 

Congregation Mission Offering 
subscriptions and statistics 
received 

Every year at this time, WELS 
congregations submit their Congregation Mission Offering (CMO) 
subscriptions. These subscriptions represent the offerings that 
congregations prayerfully intend to provide for the work of the synod.  

The subscriptions have now been received for 2021. 

We’re pleased to report that 98% of WELS congregations submitted CMO 
subscriptions for calendar year 2021. Those subscriptions total $21,620,000. 
This level of CMO subscriptions is down slightly (0.6%) from actual CMO 
receipts of $21.7 million in calendar year 2020, but it is 2.4% better than the 
originally approved plan of $21.1 million for calendar year 2021. We thank 
God for moving his people to provide this generous support for the 
mission, ministry, and administrative work of WELS. 

Congregations have also finished submitting their annual statistics for the 
year 2020. More than 95% of the congregations provided statistics on 
membership, worship attendance, confirmations, baptisms, and funerals as 
well as information on school enrollments and offerings. Even though the 
goal is to have 100% of congregations submitting statistics, the percentage 
of WELS congregations submitting statistics compares very well with other 
church bodies. These statistics are being compiled and will be available in 
the coming weeks. 

Serving with you in Christ, 
WELS President Mark Schroeder 

 
 

For more information about the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, including a directory 
of local congregations, visit wels.net. 

 

 

 

https://wels.net/congregation-mission-offering-subscriptions-and-statistics-received/
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In Person & Live Streamed on Facebook 
Starts Sunday, October 11th  
8:30 – 9:15 AM Grace Church 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom 
gathering, our church is introducing a new approach to Sunday school!  
 
This year Sunday School lessons will be taught by experienced WELS 
teachers and will be available free via YouTube. The engaging and age 
appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to printed Student Lessons that our 
church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents an easy 
yet meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ.  
 
Each week, you will receive an email from Pastor containing all the 
lessons and the YouTube links. Simply print the appropriate lesson and 
click on the appropriate You Tube link for your child and bring Sunday 
School into your home! 
 
Each week we will also feature a book of the bible.  In the 
announcements we will include the book from the previous week and the 
new book feature for this week.    
 
We will also include the YouTube link for the previous week’s Chapel Chat 
from Grace School with Pastor Bitter or Mr. Eternick. 
 
May God bless your child as we together continue to share His love with 
the next generation! 

 





 

The Eagle Message 
Grace Lutheran School 
DECLARE HIS PRAISES 

COMING EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 
 

February Friday Fun Days 
February is Mr. Eternick’s least favorite month, so in order to cheer him up we are going to have 
some Friday Fun Days Friday, February 26 – Classroom Color Day – each classroom has choose a certain 
color to wear –  Kindergarten – White 

   1st & 2nd – Red 

   3rd & 4th – Yellow 

   5th & 6th – Pink 

   7th & 8th – Black 
Participation in these Fun Days is not mandatory. 

Return to Full Time, In Person Classes 

We greatly appreciate your patience, kindness and flexibility through this transition to full time classes. It’s been wonderful to 
see all of our students back in our hallways, classrooms and on the playground.  As we continue to adjust to everyone being in 
the building at the same time, we will be working hard to stay safe and healthy. 
Some reminders: 

 Students have morning snack time during their recess break, and their lunch either before or after their noontime 
break. 

 Recess will be outdoors as often as the weather allows, so make sure students wear suitable clothes and have jackets 
and shoes for outside activities. 

 Classroom windows will be open for fresh air, so students might want to dress in layers for cooler days. 

 When it is your turn to drop your child off, please pull all the way up to the yellow post or to the car in front of you. This 
will allow several cars to drop off their children at once. Please make sure they have their masks on and are prepared to get 
out of the car quickly when it is their turn, to help things move along smoothly. 

  
Recess Supervisors Needed 

Now that students will be in school all day, we are in need of Recess Supervisors.  If you are willing to volunteer to be a 
lunchtime recess supervisor, (11:30 – 12:30) please contact Mrs. Kraklow in the school office 503-777-8628 or lkraklow@grace-
wels.net  Those who sign up to volunteer will be given information to receive the Covid-19 vaccination. 

  
Bottle & Can Collection 

This fundraiser is going great and we send a big thank you to everyone who has brought in cans & bottles already. We’ve 
received $1,725.04 so far!   Gather up the cans and plastic bottles from your Super Bowl parties and bring them in to school to 
support this fundraiser! You can pick up Blue Collection Bags when you come to school, or ask one of the staff members.  
  
IN PERSON LEARNING! 
So that we can continue to enjoy the blessing of being able to attend school in person – please: 

 Stay home if you are sick. 
 Stay home if you think you may be sick. 
 Wear a mask over your mouth and nose. 
 Remember to social distance. 
 Wash or sanitize your hands often. 
 Limit your indoor gatherings 

 
Box Tops for Education 
All you need is your phone!  Download the Box Tops app, shop as you normally 
would, then use the app to scan your store receipt within 14 days of purchase.  The 
app will identify Box Tops products on your receipt and automatically credit your 
earnings online. When families use the Box Tops app to scan their store receipt, 
our school earns 20¢ for each product.  We recently received a $34.70 check 
thanks to the purchases made by our school families. 

 
 

mailto:lkraklow@grace-wels.net
mailto:lkraklow@grace-wels.net


 

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS FOR THE WEEK OF Lent 1 2021 
Sunday Genesis 6:1-3 

 What was happening to the wonderful and pure world God had created?    

 How is this depicted in the behavior of God’s people? 

 What does it mean when God says “his Spirit will no longer dwell in people”? 

 What shows that God will not have a “kneejerk” reaction and wipe them out?   How patient is God? 

 What two qualities of God are apparent here?  Proverbs 5:21-23;   1 Timothy 1:15-17. 

 
Monday Genesis 6; 4-14 

 What was God’s evaluation of the world in Noah’s day relative to wickedness? 

 How did God‘s wayward people make him feel? 

 How many would God allow to survive and keep the human race going?   What are their names? 

 Even after 125 years of time for repentance what did God still see? 

 What would happen according to God’s plan?  

 How does Genesis 3:15 put together God’s two-fold feeling about sinners?  John 3:16. 

 
Tuesday Genesis 6:17-22 

 Describe the flood which God sent.   In addition to the eight adults what else was in the ark?    

 What was the two fold purpose of preserving animals? 

 Discuss the various aspects of God’s plan and comment on the thoroughness of the plan.     

 Did God overlook anything?   Explain. 

 What greater catastrophe does this picture along with our hope?  Matthew 25:34-46 

 
Wednesday 1 Peter 3:18- 20 

 Describe Jesus decisive victory over sin, death and hell? 

 What do you think Jesus preached to the spirits or souls in hell?   

 Did he preach a second chance?  Cf v. 21; Luke 16:19-30 especially verse 30; 1 John 5:3-5 

 When do we need to take care of “the business” of receiving faith through the Word? 

 
Thursday 1 Peter 3:21-22 

 How does the Ark of Noah picture baptism?     Agree or disagree:   As the water of the flood lifted the Ark and kept 

Noah’s family from destruction so the water of Baptism lifts us out of the filth of sin and damnation. 

 How does Peter describe the blessings of baptism and their source? 

 Could the message to the souls of those in hell have been, I and all believers are going to heaven and you who didn’t 

believe are staying here forever?  Mark 16:15-16 

 
Friday  Mark 13:22-27 

 Who are the false Christs and prophets?   Can they really do signs and wonders? 

 What do the words “to lead astray” tell us about their purpose and goals? 

 About which coming of Jesus is He speaking, first or final?   Does it matter? 

 What are some signs that the day is upon us?    Describe the last day?     

 When should we be ready for Him?  Matthew 24:35-37 

 
Saturday Mark 13:28-36 

 What is the lesson of the fig tree   what is its application for us today?   Eph. 2:10 

 What does Jesus mean with verses 30-31? 

 What directive does Jesus give to us to make sure we are ready when he returns? 

 How should we spend our time as we await our Lord’s return?    Romans 15:4-6 

 Questions and suggested   scriptural verses based on English Standard Version (ESV) 
 


